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Filed for intro on  06/24/2002

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 886
By  Davis L

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Barbara Stagg and John
Gilliat for their twenty-five years of outstanding
service to the preservation of Rugby,
Tennessee.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause in its deliberations to

salute those outstanding individuals who diligently work to preserve those historical treasures

that possess matchless cultural significance and contain extraordinary ties to our identities as

Tennesseans; and

WHEREAS, two such noteworthy individuals are Ms. Barbara Stagg and her husband,

Mr. John Gilliat, both of whom have steadfastly worked to preserve the Rugby community for

the past twenty-five years; and

WHEREAS, in 1966, Mr. Brian Stagg, brother of Ms. Barbara Stagg, founded the Rugby

Restoration Association to preserve the heritage of the Upper Cumberland area and the Rugby

community; and

WHEREAS, after Mr. Stagg’s death in 1976, Ms. Stagg and Mr. Gilliat assumed the

leadership roles in the Rugby Restoration Association and began their commitment to

preserving this historical treasure; and
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WHEREAS, since 1977, this outstanding couple has greatly contributed to the

preservation of Rugby through their efforts with Historic Rugby, formerly the Rugby Restoration

Association, in which Ms. Stagg serves as Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer and

Mr. Gilliat serves as Properties Manager; and

WHEREAS, they have tirelessly contributed their time and talents to the preservation

and protection of the Rugby community’s Victorian homes and have maintained the serenity of

the local community; and

WHEREAS, due in large part to their outstanding efforts, Rugby has become a major

tourist attraction with 70,000 visits annually from citizens representing every state and several

foreign nations; it has also developed into an important economic asset of the Upper

Cumberland area; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Stagg and Mr. Gilliat’s preservation efforts have garnered praise from

numerous national organizations, including the National Trust for Historic Preservation, which

called the Rugby community one of the “most authentically preserved villages in America”; and

WHEREAS, the preservation of these historical resources provide Tennesseans with

cultural identity, enormous pride, and a sense of tradition; and

WHEREAS, their tenure as leaders of Historic Rugby have been marked by

extraordinary efforts to maintain the pristine nature of the Rugby community and to preserve

what Rugby’s British founder, Thomas Hughes, described as “this lovely Corner of God’s earth”;

and

WHEREAS, their unwavering commitment to the preservation of historic Rugby has

been the noble ambition of both their lives, and as a direct result of their efforts, this remarkable

historical treasure will be preserved for future generations of Tennesseans; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SECOND GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, That we honor and commend Barbara Stagg and John Gilliat for their twenty-
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five years of outstanding service to the preservation of Rugby, Tennessee, and extend to them

our best wishes for every future success.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


